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For MONDAY, June 15, 1789. 





Extra& from Shaw’s Tour to the Weft of England, in1788, 
on the Subjec? of the Bafing ficke Canal. 


T may not be improper here tointroduce fome account of 
1 what promifes to be of the greateft utility to Hamphhire, viz. 
a Navigable Canal from the town of Bafingiloke, to the river 
Wey in Surrey, and thence to communicate with London by the 
Thames. The general utility of all Inland Navigations, the 
profperity of agriculture, trade, and manufactures, arifing from 
them, are too well known to admit of any further doubt. The 
value of Jand muft proportionably increafe upon every improves 
ment of conveyances ; and provifions and commodities become 
more plentiful and reafonable. 

What have at different periods fallen under my own obferva- 
tion, are fufficient proofs in favour of thefe affertions. The 
Canal of the great Duke of Bridgewater, who may juftly be 
called the parent and founder of all fimilar works in this king 
dom, is a very ftriking inftance of public utility in the vicinity 
of that moft flourifhing manufacture at Manchefter ; and the 
vait fortune which this noble adventurer thus facrificed for the 
good of his country, ata time of life when others fquander 
their patrimony in ufelefs diffipation, will amply be repaid. 

Another inflance of the wonderful advantage of fuch navi- 
gable communications I can mention, that fell more ime 
mediately under my eye ; viz. that immenfe cut from the 
Trent to the Duke’s Canal and the Merfey, for the jundtions 
VoL. XIII, 336. 4A of 
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of the Eaftern and Weftern ocean. This I faw in its very in- 
fancy, and have often trod apon near forty miles of the ground 
it now occupies, before the dawn of its execution, and even be- 
fore it was believed poffible to be accomplifhed. But what will 
not the genius of Britain afpire to and fuccefsfully perform ! 
An all-contriving power was given us in the great Mr.Brindley, 
fufficient to encounter all difficulties, and to remove the mot 
perplexing obftacles, To his perforating hand the immenfe 
hills and ftabborn rocks were no infurmountable difficulty ; 
apd he could with the greateft eafe carry water over waters. 
This great enterprize was begun Julv 17, 1766. Its entire 
Jength is. 93 miles from Wildon-ferry, in the county of Derby, 
to itsjunétion with the Duke’s Canal at Prefton-on-the-hill in 
Chefhire. The common dimenfions of the Canalvare, 29 feet 
breadth at top, 16 at bottom, and 4 1-half deep. It contains 
75 locks, 189 cart bridges, and 11 foot bridges, It is carried 
over the river Dove, on an aqueduct of 23 arches; alfo over the 
Trent, on an aqueduct of fix arches of 21 feet {pan each ; and 
again, over the Dane, in Chefhire, on three arches of zo feet 
diameter, There are moreover about 160 leffer aquedatts and 
culvetts, for the conveyance of brocks and ftreams under the 
Canal. The mountains and rocks, that obftraéted its common 
paflage, are perforated through as follows; the moft fouthern is 
at Hermitage, a village near Rudgley, in Staffordhhire. I faw 
this foon after it was begun, when works of this kind were 
gazed at with aflonifhment, but now they are become numerous 
and common ; this cavity or tunnel, as it is called, is 139 yards 
long, with a haling path for horfes on one fide, in the manner 
they pafs under the arch of a bridge. The tunnel thro’ Hare- 
caille hill, beyond Burflem, in the north part of the fame 
county, was a work of enormous difficulty and expence, and 
executed in a manner worthy the great undertaker, It is 2880 
yards in length, nine feet wide, and twelve high, lined and 
arched throughout with brick, except towards the middle, 
where near soc yards are folid rock, blown up with gun- 
powder, The itrata are very various, and contain a great body 
of coal, for which reafon there are many collateral cavities 
deviating from the main cut intothofe works. I vifited this 
tunnel about the year 1770, foon after it was finifhed, when 
pleafures boats were then kept for the purpofe of exhibiting 
this great wonder ; the impreflion it mace on my mind is ftill 
very trefh. The proceflion was folemn ; fome enlivened this 
feene with a band of mufic, but we had none ; as we entered 
far, the light of candles was neceflary; and about half-way, 
the vicw back vponthe mouth, was like the glimmering of a 
ftar, 
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ftar, very beautiful. The various voices of the workmen from 
the mines, &c. were rude and aweful, and to be prefent at their 
quarrels, which fometimes happen when they meet, and battle 
for a paflage, muft refemble greatly the ideas we may form of 
the regions of Pluto. But fuch difputes are carefully avoided, 
by having fixed hours to pafs each way. At Barnton, in the 
parith of Great Budworth, Chefhire, is another tunnel, 560 
yards long ; at Saltenford, in the fame parith, is another 350 
yards Jong ; and finally, at Prefton-on-the-hill, is another 1240 
yards long; each of themare 17 feet four inches high, and 13 
feet fix inches wide, 

And though the expence attending this aftonifhing work was 
enormous, {fo as to promile little or no profit to the advens= 
turers ; yet ina few years after it was finifhec, I faw the {mile 
of hope brighten every countenance ; the value of manufac- 
tures arife in the moft unthought of places ; new buildings and | 
new ftreets fpring up in many parts of Staffordthire, where it 
paffes; the poorno longer ftarving on the bread of poverty ; 
and the rich grow greatly richer. ‘The market town of Stone 
in particular foon felt this comfortable change ; which from 
a poor infignificant place is now grown neat and handfome in 
its buildings, and from its wharfs aad bufy traffic, wears the 
lively afpect of a little fea port. 

Bat toreturn from this digreflion, to a more minute defcrips 

tion of the one before us. Anact of Parliament for this pur 
pofe was obtained in the year 1778: and the Legiflatare, con- 
vinced of the utility of the f{cheme, for the encouragement of 
the adventarers, granted them more than ufual terms of ade 
vantage ; particularly in giving (them aright to half tonnage 
for all fort of manure, in which a view was had to the cul- 
tivation of that prodigious tract of waite lands, Bagthot and 
other adjacent heaths, It was thought better not at that time 
to pofh che fcheme, during the burdens of our expenfive and 
complicated war ; this defirable event therefore being poftponed 
till the return of peace, has now fully taken place; fub{crip- 
tions being raifed to the amount of 86,000!. amongit about 
150 proprietors, with areferve of raifing in the fame manner 
what more may be wanted. Mr. Pinkerton is the contractor, 
and Mr. Jefhop the furveyor, who have engaged to complete 
the fame in four years, ‘They have begun to work in the parith 
of Chertfey, near the river Wey, andon the farther fide of 
Grewel-hill, about two miles weft of Odibam, where there 
will be a tunnel upwardsof 800 yards in length, I vifited this 
place foon after, and faw above 100 men at work, preparing a 
4A2 wide 














556 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER; 


wide paflage for the approach to the mouth, but they had not 
entered the hill, The morning was remarkably fine, 


** The pale defcending year, yet pleafing ftill.” 


and fuch an affembly of thefe fons of labor greatly enlivened 
the fcene. The contractor, agreeable to the requelt of the 
company of proprietors, gives the preference to all the natives 
who are defirous of this work. The property under which 
this tunnel is intended to pafs, belonged lately to Lord North 
ington, but now by purchafe to the prefent Lord Dorchefter, 
The hill is cloathed with a beautiful growing wood of oak, 
called Butter-wood, which uniting with another part, called 
Barkley, extends a confiderable length: 

From Bafingftoke to Dead-Brook, near Alderfhot, 28 miles, 
will be a reach of remarkable length, without the neceffity of 
a lock ; from this they will provide themfelves with a refervoir 
of water, by making this part one foot deeper than the fimilar 
canals, The remainder of the diftance, 15 miles, will contain 
28 locks; fo that the whole length will be 53 miles. From 
the Eaft-fide of Grewell, will be a collateral cut of about eight 
miles, near Tylney-park, to T'urgis-green. 

This being in the vicinity of many corn-mills, and com- 
municating with the molt woody part of the county, and one 
of the beft in England for fine timber, will bea great advan- 
tage. The mutual carriage of goods to and from the capital 
will be of great importance, and the weft country manufacturers 
will find from hence an eafy and cheap conveyance, An object 
of itill greater importance is the likelihood of this Canal being 
the means of promoting the cultivation of the extenfive barren - 
grounds before-mentioned, through a great part of which it 
mutt neceflarily pafs, after haviog been firlt conducted through 
a country full of chalk, from whence that manure is now 
carried in large quantities, at the expence of one fhillinga 
waggon load per mile ; whereas by the Canal it will coft but 
one penny a ton for the fame diftance ; and the boatswill re- 
turn laden with peat and peat afhes, (the laft are efteemed an 
excellent manure for faintfoin, clover, &c.) to the mutual 
bencfit of cultivation, and the emolument of the proprictors. 

Confidering this undertaking only in this limited view, no 
Canal of the fame extent is likely to prove of greater advantage 
to the public or its adventurers; yet if we extend our ideas to 
what future affociations may accomplith, the utility would be 
unbounded, viz, to continue it quite acrofs the ifland, with aa 
arm to Salifbury, to the Briftol channel, on the one fide ; and 
into the Brith channel, by Soathampton or Chriltchurch, on 
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the other; but perhaps this is morea matter of fpeculation 
than can- be made praéticable; elfe how ufefal in time of -war 
would fuch communication be ; between the German ocean 
and the two channels, and between the two great commercial 
cities, London and Briftol, without being always obliged to 
wait for various and oppofite winds. 

The correfpondence between London and Brittol being very 
expenfive by land, and tedious by fea, it was natural to endea- 
vour by fome means to leffen or remove thefe difficulties. Ic 
has therefore frequently been propofed to make ufe of the 
Avon, which runsto Briftol, and the Kennet which falls into 
the Thames, but remains as yet unaccomplithed. In the reign 
of Charles the Second, a bill was brought into the Houfe of 
Commons, to unite, by anew cut from Lechlade, the Tnames 
with the Avon, that paffes through Bath. Captain Yarrantoa 
propofed the fame thing, by aniting the Thames by the Char 
well, tothe Avon bythe Stour, and fo tothe Severn. Thefe 
are of fuch vifible importance and utility, and fo apparently 
praQticable, that it may be juftly wondered they have continued 
fo long in contemplation without being carried into execution. 

A junction between the Clyde and Forth, in Scotland, has 
been fome time aétually undertaken, and is now nearly brought 
to aconclufion, which, when quite complete, will be a cir- 
cumftance of prodigious confequence confidered in a national 
light ; as it will put ic effeétually in their power to improve 
all the local advantages this Canal muft neceffarily produce. 

In reference to artificial Canals, there have been feveral very 
confiderable ones made at different times, for different purpofes, 
and by different nations, The Cardike or Caerdike by the 
Romans, 40 miles in extent, connecting the rivers Nyne and 
Witham, which ferved to convey corn and otier provifions be- 
tween their ftation in Northamptonfhire and Lincolnfhire, 
Offa’s Dike, made by the Saxons from Brittol and Cheiter ; 
and Fofsdike, cut in the reign of Heary I, for openinga 
communication from Lincoln and York, by the Trent and 
Humber. 

As our roads over all Europe, came in the place of military 
ways made by the Romans, fo their Canal ferved as models tor 
our’s, Suetonius fpeaks in admiration of the Canal made by 
Drufus, which diverted the waters of the Rnine into the Yel. 
The junction of the Meufe and Rhine, by a Canal 23 miles in 
length, was made by Corbulo to avoid a paffage by fea, and at 
the fame time to fupply the troops. Hence thefe water com- 
munications have beea fo much eltcemed in the Low Countries 
and tac United Provinces, In France the Canal of Briare 
waites 
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unites the Loire and the Seine. It is 33 miles in extent, hath 
42 loks, and is of great utility in facilitating the correfpon- 
dence of the capita! with the provinces to their mutual benefit. 
It was beguo in the reign of Henry IV. and finifhed under the 
dire&tion of Cardinal Richelieu. The Canal of Orleans joins 
the fame rivers, but is thorter, and hath only 22 locks. 

Almof every city and great town in China, not immediately 
feated ona lake, or ariver, hath a navigable cut into one or 
other of them. The grand Canal which paffes from Canton 
to Pekin in a trait line is apwards of 800 miles in length, hav- 
ing 75 locks, and 44 cities on its banks. The Emperor hath 
near 40,000 vefiels thereon, fortran{porting provifions, mae 
nufactures, and the tributes of the provinces to his courts. 





Curious Letter from the Countefs dela Motte to the Monthly 
Reviewers, 


Chefter Place, Saturday Morning, 4th April. 

HE Countefs de la Motte prefents her compliments ta 
the Monthly Reviewers, and begs they will accept her 
fincere and grateful thanks for the honour they have done her 
Memoirs, by giving fo candid and impartial an account of them, 
She fhould not deferve that confidence which they have obligingly 
faid the feems ‘* to merit,” did fhe not endeavour to clear up 

the circumftance relative to the letters: it is certainly true 
that, owing toan overfight, that paflage is not fo fuccin& as — 
fhe withed ; itis, however, feen in what manner the procured 
a tranfcript of them from the Queento the Cardinal. The 
mutual intereffs that had occafioned her intimacy with the 
Cardinal, placed her upon {fo friendly a footing, that the was 
inthe fitwation of adaughter, had accefs to his apartments, 
and was acquainted with, and confulted in, almolt all that cone 
cerned him ; it was, therefore, a matter of no difficulty tor her 
totake copies of fuch as fhe chofe. The letters: were either 
delivered perfona!ly by each of the parties, or enclofed ander 
cover to her ; in the tormer cafe, the Cardinal always read them 
before they were clofed ; and in the latter, his method was to 
place apiece of money onder the fold of the paper where the 
jeal was placed, to prevent the wax taking hold at the lower 
part, and asthe impredlion was always placed high, it lefta 
imal! portion of the wax below the edge of the fold; whea 
the Countels had therefore perufed the contents, the with great 
care put fome wax under the fold, which clofed the letter, and 


Jefi the feal without injury, 
She 
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She hopes fhe has fatisfa@torily explained the mode by which 
fhe was empowered to procare the copies; but, as the world at 
large may have fome fcruples at receiving what would be fuf- 
ficient to the candid mind, and as citftom has eftablifhed a form 
to ferve asacriterion to eftablifha truth, the has an idea of 
giving (though relactantly) that tet, by making an affidavit be- 
fore the Lord Mayor, and publifhing it. 

Had the paflages been pointed oat, which feem to leave the 
bufinefs of the necklace in the leaft obfcurity, fhe fhould have 
been equally folicitous to have given ‘any farther illoftration. 





Original Letter from Dr. Benjamin Franklin to Fobn 
Alleyne, Efq. on ihe Subjeét of early Marriages. 


Dear Jack, Craven Street, Auguft 9, 1768. 
OU defire, you fay, my impartial thoughts on the fubje& 
of an early marriage; by way of anfwer to the number- 
lefs objeftions which have been made by fhor:-fighted people 
to your own. You may remember, when you confulted me 
upon the occafion, that I thought youth on both fides to be no 
objeciion, Indeed, from the marriages which have fallen under 
my obfervations, I am rather inclined to think that early ones 
fland the beft chance for happinefs. The tempers and habits 
of young people are not yet become fo ftiff and uncomplying 
as when more advanced in life : they form more eafily to each 
other, and hence many occafions of difpultareremoved. And 
if youth has lefs of that pradence which is.neceflary to manage 
a family, yet the parentsand elder friends of young married 
perfons are generally at hand, to afford their advice, which 
amply fupplies that defect; and by early marriage youth is 
fooner formed to regular and ufeful life, and poffibly fome of 
thofe accidents or connections that might have injured the cone 
ftitution or reputation, or beth, are thereby happily prevented. 
Particular circumftances of particular perfons may poflibly fomes 
times make it prudent to delay entering into that ftate ; but, 
in general, when nature has rendered our bodies fit for it, the 
prefumption isin nature’s favour, that fhe has not judged 
amifs in making us defire it. Late marriages are often attended 
too with this further inconvenience, that there is not the fame 
chance the parent fhall live to fee their offspring educated. 
Late children, fays the Spanifh proverb, are early orphans ; a 
melancholy reflection to thofe whofe cafe it may be | With us 
in America, marriages are generally in the morning of life, 
ourchildren are therefore educated and fettled in the world by 
noon, and thus our bviinels being done, we have an afternoon 
and 
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and evening of chearful leifure to ourfelves, fuch as your friend 
at prefent enjoys. By thefe early marriages we are bleft with 
more children ; and from the mode among us, founded in 
nature, of every mother fackling and nurfing her own child, 
more of them are raifed. Thence the {wift progrefs of popu- 
lation among os, unparalleled in Europe !—In fine, I am glad 
you are married, and congratulate you moft cordially opon it. 
You are nowinthe way of becoming a ufeful citizen, and you 
have efcaped the unnatural ftate of celibacy for life, the fate 
of many here who never intended it, but who, having too long 
poftponed the change of their condition, find at length that it 
is too Jate to think of it, and fo live all their lives in a fituation 
that greatly leffens a man’s value.—An odd volume of a fet of 
books, you know, is not worth its proportion cf the fet: and 
what think you of the odd half of a pair of fciflars ?—it can’e 
well cut any thing—it may poflibly ferve to {crape a trencher. 
Pray make my compliments and beft wifhes acceptable to your 
bride. Iam old and heavy, orI fhould, ere this, have pres 
fented them in perfon, I fhall make but fmall ufe of the old 
man’s privilege, that of giving advice to younger friends.— 
Treat your wife always with refpe&; it will procure refpe& to 
you, not from her only, but from all that obferve it. Never 
ufe a flighting expreffion to her, even in jeft: for flights in 
jeit, after frequent bandyings, are apt to end in angry earnett. 
—Be ftudious in your profefiion, and you will be learned. Be 
induflrious and frugal, and you willbe rich. Be fober and 
temperate, and you will be healthy. Be in general virtuous, 
and you will be happy, at leaft you will, by fuch conduc, 
fland the beft chance for fuch confeguences. I pray God to 
blefs you both! being ever your troly affectionate friend, 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 





NATIONAL AFFATIRS, 
For MAY,  1789- 
[From the Enctisun Review.) 


FRANC E. 


HE Affembly of the Srates-General was opened on the 

th of this month ; an aflembly which contains within 

ittelf the feeds of fo many cataftrophes, that it is impoilible for 

all Europe not to watch its career with the profoundeft ate 

tention. It furely is not any fudden indignation that now ex- 

cites the fpirits of the French ; if this were their fituation, the 
arcour 
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ardour of the prefent moment, fo forcibly and prematurely 
raifed, would probably foon fubfide below its cuftomary leve!, 
and be fucceeded by a total reverfe. The prefent agitation ap- 
pears to proceed from no {uch intemperate and momentary caufes ; 
but the fentiments of the people have been gradually prepared 
and matured ; they have proceeded to that point in the fcale at 
which we at prefent behold them, by an afcent both fileat and 
natural ; and a multitude of principles and notions, at variance 
with the genius of their prefent eftablifhments, have enterec into 
the reafonings of men, which, though their origin and progrefs 
would be with difficulty traced, are taken, as it were, for granted, 
and allowed, without examination, to ftand on grounds of une 
queftionable propriety and jaftice. Thus men, in the progrefs 
and improvement of fociety, infenfibly acquire new and juller 
ideas of government and policy, which are moalded in their 
minds by fo fecret a procefs, that they themfelves are unable td 
account for them ; they fiod, however, an ob(ftinate refiftance 
in the nature of thofe praétices and inftitutions which owe their 
exiftence to times in which the value of liberty was lefs under- 
ftood and lefs confidered. Here then commences the ftruggle 
between thofe who have profited by the inexperience of earlier 
ages, and oppofe prefcription to the claims of natural juftice, 
and thofe whofe improved knowledge and fenfibility begin to 
render them impatient of their yoke, and give utterance to 
that love of freedom impreffed on the human character, That 
our neighbours on the continent have long exhibited proofs of 
this growing dignity of fentiment, will be obvious to thofe who 
will trouble themfelves to follow their hiftory from the reign 
of Henry the Great ; but their magnificent Prince, Lewis the 
Fourteenth, while he propofed to himfelf only his owa aggran- 

difement, took the mott effectual means of infotming his fub- 

jets with fertiments of liberty, and notions of perional import 
ance, by dire€ting their ardour towards the attainments in 

{cience and literature, which naturally tend to infpire nobler 
views of humanity, and to fuggefl a truer eftimate of felicity 

and grandeur. 

It is not enough, however, that thefe {entiments begin to 
difcover themielves and to influence fpeculation ; they muft have 
acquired a confiltency in their own compotition and character, 
and a predominancy and circulation in the fy{tem, before they 
can arrive at their full coniticutional efficacy and operative vie 
gour. 

At this critical point in the fcale, are the French apparently 

at this moment arrived ; their fentiments of liberty have been 

long enough prepared in theory to be brought coniiltenily 

VoL, XU, 336. 48 forward, 
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forward, to be openly avowed and impreffed, and to be made 
the ground of ferious confultation and debate. But, after this 
progrefs of fentiment has attained to its juft maturity, there 
Should alfo be a progrefs equally gradual in the revolutions that 
flow from its operation ; the minds of the people can feldom 
bear a precipitate alteration. In fuch a fituation of things their 
principles and fentiments lofe their proper poife and ttability, 
and flutuate amidft a thoufand impracticable fyftems and ab‘ard 
chimeras, or hurry them down the ftream of anarchy and con- 
fufion ; in which ftate, accident, not reafon, determines their 
future courfe and final deftiny. 

From the colour and complexion, however, of the prefent 
conteft in France, nothing of this ominous nature can well be 
inferred, There are, neverthelefs, ftrong reafons for fufpecting 
that a fcheme of liberty, equal or even analogous to that we 
poffefs, will not eafily be accomplifhed ; a very confiderable 
degree of freedom feems hardly compatible with fuch extent of 
empire ; the fource muft be ftrong and vigorous which is to 
fupply fo large a tra&t of country ; and if the fountain-head be 
deprived of its energy and abundance, each diftri muft have a 
{pring of its own ; and thus the kingdom is difmembered into 
many independent ftates. This, we venture to prophecy, will 
be the condition of France whenever the government fhall be 
fo far limited as to rival England in the bleflings of liberty. 
This local ceftiny appears in the condition of all Afia, where, 
from the {mall interraption of rivers and other barriers, a few 
immenfe and overgrown empires occupy the whole continent. 
Here the fair form of liberty was never contemplated, except 
during thofe fhort intervals when the free cities of ancient 
Greece interpofed to fufpend the tyranny of the Perfian fatraps 
throogh the kindred coaft of Afia Minor. Numerous other 
reafons, on which our opinion is founded, we might lay before 
our readers, if the limits of the article would allow us ; but we 
moft content ourfelves with obfervicg that the period of Gallic 
liberty will appear yet very remote, if we take into confideration 
the great ftrength of the military of that country, and the long 
and forlorn intervals which feparate the large towns, and pre- 
vent that ready iniercourfe among them, and coniequently that 
combination and concert in their proceedings which is neceflary 
to the fuccefs of an oppofition to power fo ftrongly eftablifhed, 
and fo formidably fupported. 

The requifitions, however, fo conftantly and fteadily urged by 
the peopie of Fiance, are framed to augment, in no common 
meafure, their dometlic happinefs and foreign importance. The 
increale of the third eltate to a number equal to the other two 
taken 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 563 


teken together ; the affignment of a number of deputies to be 
fent by each bailiwick, in proportion to the compound ratio of 
their population, and their contribution to the exigencies of the 
flate; the alteration in refpect to the lettres de cachet ; the en- 
largement of the regulations refpecting the prefs ; and a more 
equitable diftribution of taxes ; are objects of fach extreme im~ 
portance, that the attainment of them mutt neceffarily raife the 
French nation to a high pitch of felicity and power. 

As members of the great republic of humanity, we cannot 
but rejoice at any acceflion of dignity and honour to the fpecies ; 
we view the growing fortune of our neighbours with warm and 
brotherly fenfations, But as Englifhmen and as patriots, our 
views contract themfelves, and we look at every effort with jealous 
attention that can remotely affect our national importance, or 
that can aoltimately tend to impair the invaluable bleflings of 
our happy conftitution. 


GERMAN Y. 


But thefe contingencies refpe@ing France are remote; a 
nearer crifis direéts our attention towards Germany. The Eme 
peror’s death, if fuch fhall be the event of his prefent illnefs, 
may be the fource of much difturbance throughout Europe. He 
ii, no doubt, blameable for the confidence he has put in this 
perifhable life, or for whatever have been the motives which have 
delayed his exerting himfelf to procure the eleétion of a King 
of the Romans, the negleét of which may give rife to a mul- 
titude of difagreeable confequences. Though there are other 
claimants, the principal conteft for that digmity appears, from 
the pofture of affairs on the continent, to lie between Praffia 
and Auftria, Pruffia will probably be fapported by the eletors 
of Bavaria, Saxony, Hanover, and other powers, as Holland, 
Sweden, Hefle, Branfwick, Wolfenbuttle, Poland, England ; 
the Houfe of Auftria, will, in all likelihoud, be favoured by 
Sardinia, Denmark, Spain, France, Ruffia. It has been fur. 
mifed that the Houfe of Bavaria will refign her claim in favoer 
of Proffia, upon condition of receiving the uadiftarbed pof- 
fefion of juliers and Berg, together with a part of Bareith and 
Anfpach. Ic is alfo imagined that Hanover will endeavour to 
have Ofnaburg made hereditary ; a circumitance that was 
= over in the peace which fucceeded to the feven years war 
an 1762. 

It muft be evident that the hopes of Pruffia are better founded 
shan thole of her rival, fince the troops and money of Auftria 
4B2- and 
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and Roflia have been confiderably wafted in the war with the 
Turks, 


IR ELAN D. 


Whatever reafons the legiflators of Ireland found for their 
condu& during the King’s diforder, their loyalty returned, in a 
great meafure, with his Majefly’s health ; and politics certainly 
wear a very different complexion in Dublin now, from what 
they difplayed when the delegates fet fail with the tender of a 
crown that was not yet vacant. This revolution in opinion 
reached the Caftie and Kilmainham before it crofled to Holy- 
head, and the Marquis feems at prefent to be as popular as his 
perfonal character will ever fuffer him to be, among the gallant, 
open, and hofpitable Irifh. Yet we fhould remember that few 
viceroys experienced more popularity than that which followed 
the prefent Marquis of Buckingham, under a different title, or 
Jefs than accompanied the Duke of Rutland at the beginning 
of his adminiftration. 

Much certainly will be loft by Ireland and gained by the 
country to which he is deflined, in the politenefs, agreeable 
manners, and various information of Mr. Fitzherbert. 

Great expe@tations are formed with regard to the northern 
fifhery of the patriotic Mr. Conyngham, whofe liberality has 
much exceeded the terms ftipulated by Parliament, It was this 
gentieman’s nephew (Lord Conyngham) who commenced his 
political career with the fenfible, fpirited, and loyal proteit, in 
conjunction with Lord Carhamptoo, formerly Colonel Luttrell. 
Lord Charlemom, and the gentleman we have jufl mentioned 
(Mr. Conyogham) have confiderable merit with the lovers of 
literature for the pains they have taken about the Irifh Royal 
Society. Their laft volume was doobtlefs very creditable to the 
members, particularly for the judgement thewn in its arranges 
ment, The Attorney-General, Mr. John Fitzgibbon, has very 
confiderable claims for his unfhaken loyalty, bis firm patriotif{m, 
his manly, pure, and exalted character in both countries as a 
lawyer, and his independent fortune and great perfonal weight 
and popularity in Ireland, to the office of Chancellor, vacant by 
the death of Lord Lifford, 


STATE OF OUR OWN COUNTRY. 


In our review of national aflairs the tafk fometimes yields us 

leafure and fometimes mortification, accordiog to the various 

complexion of things which the different months exhibit. The 

period, however, on which our thoughts are at prefent employ ed 
is 
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is fortunate and encouraging. After a long interval of fufpence 
and anxiety, we behold once more an unclouded profpeé& 3 and 
thofe terrifying forms which our minds had conjured up amidft 
the gloom of a cheerlefs horizon are happily chafi J away and 
expelled, The laft month clofed with thofe teltimonies of joy 
and felicity, on the occafion of our extellent monarch’s relto~ 
ration to health, which difplayed at once the liberality, the 
loyalty, and the patriotifm of the peopleof England. One 
cannot help admiring the enthufiafm of a noble propenfity ; 
and, however fome might object to the inconvenience of the 
proceffion to St. Paul’s, the piety of a Prince who was anxious 
to return thanks to the Almighty, in the prefence of his peo- 
ple, for a deliverance that greatly concerned them all, will exe 
cafe, and even jaltify the meafure in the opinions of all con« 
fiderate perfons. Having gone through the fatigues of this day 
without injury to his health, we may now fairly conclude that 
his Majefly is completely eftablifhed. As a turther fecurity, 
however, we would have confidered with fatisfaction a cone 
tinuance in his {cheme of an intended expedition to Hanover. 
With this confidence in our minds refpeéting his Majetty’s health, 
we turn with great complacency to the confidcration of the 
tranfactions of his Parliament. 


PETITION OF MR. HASTINGS. 


On the 27th of April Major Scott laid before the Houfe a 
petition from Mr, Haitings, complaining that Mr, Burke had 
urged matter, in the courfe of his fpeeches, which was foreign 
to the fubject of the article under confideration, tending to the 
prejudice of Mr. Haflings in the publicopinion, ‘The proe 
priety of receiving the petition was firft of all vehemently cone 
tefted by the friends of Mr. Burke, and queftioned with much 
dignified modefty by Mr. Burke himfelf. 

The gentlemen of the oppofition contended that the Houfe 
would be acting a very inconfiltent part, and abandoning its 
own dignity and interelts, if it confented to be made aa initrue 
ment of degrading its own managers; and that if any thing 
improper had efcaped Mr. Burke ip any of his {peeches, their 
Lordthips, being judges, ought to have reproved and reftrained 
him ; at lealt thefe two arguments appeared to have been the 
mott to the point of any made ufe of to oppofe the principle of 
the petition. ‘The other mafs of reafoning bore teitimony to 
the rich inveation of Mr. Fox, while it carried inte the fubject 
nothing but artifice and perplexity. : 
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It appeared, however, to thofe who commanded a majority, 
that the dignity of the Houfe would be beft confulted by con- 
decting the profecution with a ftri& regard to juftice and de- 
corum ; and that, therefore, it became them {crupuloufly to 
obferve that thofe who were the managers for them went not 
beyond the line marked out by their authority. Befides which 
it feemed fair and conftitutional that every individual fhould 
enjoy a right to petition that Houfe for the redrefs of any 
grievance which it was in its power to remove, provided the 
requeft were not irregularly or difrefpeétfully introduced. Upon 
the examination of the petition, its contents feemed to be 
fowndedin propriety and juftice, and were accordingly honoured 
with the attention they appeared to deferve. Mr. Burke, how- 
ever, it mult be confefled, behaved with much manlinefs and 
fortitade, mixed with refpec for the decifions of that Houfe. 
In mentioning this gentleman we cannot help turning an eye of 
commiferation on the hard fortune that attends him. Witha 
compals of thought, a brilliancy of imagination, and a ftore of 
lamguage that might have made him abfolute over an Athenian 
multitude cr a Roman fenate, he is unable, at prefent, to obtain 
2 patient hearing in the Britifh Parliament. Much of this dif 
appointment is doubtlefs to be afcribed to a perverfe com- 
bination of accidents, fomething to the petulant and anchafte 
difpofition of his youthful auditors, and fomething, perhaps, to 
the honourable infirmities of declining age, harafled by accu- 
mulated defeats, and diftraéted with the forrowful recolle&ion 
of earlier atchievements, Of Mr. Burke’s intentions and abi- 
Kities, no difference of political tenets fhall ever tempt us to 
Speak with isreverence, 


CORPORATION AND TEST ACTS. 


The next circumftance which engaged the attention of pare 
Kamentin the courfe of this month was the motion of an hoe 
nourable member for the repeal of the corporation and teft acts. 
It was rejefted by an inconfiderable majority, which we can 
enly account for by fuppofing that the members are rendered 
timid by the near approach of the general eleétion ; or that the 
great preflure of public bufinefs lately has fo fatigued their at- 
tention that their minds have not met this queftion with the 
caution and fenfibility its importance fhould have excited. The 
fpeech of Mr. Beaufoy proved little or nothing, and moftly 
coniifled of lamentation and complaint. It reprefented, in ftrong 
terms, the great merits and general refpectability of the Dif- 
fenters, and thence drew an argument that cheir exclufion from 
offices 
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offices was unjuft. He fhould have remembered that the ftatote 
contained no perfonal oblogay, but provided abftracedly for 
the fecurity of the conftitutional eftablifhments, by exclading 
whatever was at variance and hoftility with them. The church 
and the flate have always been held together by mutual de- 
pendencies ; and fince the principles and affections of the non- 
conformifts of all forts cannot but tempt them to ofe whatever 
civil power is entrulted to them to the prejudice of the eftablithed 
church, their probable conduét would confequeatly be attended 
with much injury tothe civil part of the government. Mr. 
Beaufoy thould have recollected that no one difputes the refpect- 
able deportment and character of the Diffenters ; we approve of 
them very much in their prefent fituations ; but it does not 
follow that, becaufe they are innoxious, or even praifeworthy, 
while they have little power to do harm, their proceedings would 
be clear from all imputation when armed with power and proe 
voked by opportanity. 

It is,no doubt, a right vefted in every community to fipu- 
late the qualifications which fhall render any individual capable 
of holding offices in the government. This right is naturally 
exercifed in placing power in able and proper hands, The uae 
jut fhould, therefore, not be made judges; nor should the 
foolith be faddled with difficult and important duties. To this 
no one will refufe his affent. But, by the fame rule, it is jak 
and nataral to exclude from polts of authority thofe who have 
anintereft contrary tothat of the eflablifhed laws and inftita- 
tions of the country ; and the facrifice of private rights to 
the public is a fundamental article in the nature of political 
fociety. 

The principal fpezkers againft the Diffenters were Lord 
North and Mr. Pitt ; and thofe for them, befides the mover, 
and in himfelf an hoft, Mr. Fox, who, in the opinions of many, 
fhone fuperior to himfelf on this occafion, and turned the prine 
cipal arguments of his opponents with great fuccels agaiat 
themfelves. 


SLAVE TRAD E. 


But this month prefents to us no objet fo interefting as the 
queltion refpecting the flave trade. The caufe of humanity, the 
crecit of the country, and the happinefs of millions, depead 
upon its iffue. Ic is a queftion which few feeling minds can 
confider with common temper. 

Thofe who build upon the good effeéts of regulation, whether 
flartled by timidity or debauched by intercft, doubilefs reafon oa 
miltaker 
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miftaken grounds, !t is, indeed, a forlorn endeavour to thake 
an inveterate and radical difeafe by gentle applications and 
palliative methods. We have not room to expatiate upon this 
fobje& inthe manner it deferves; but we thali fay, in general 
terms, that the compofure in the ftate of things around us, from 
the happy reftoration of his majefty’s health, which we have al. 
réady mentioned with fomuch {fatisfation, fhould foften our 
difpofitions towards all oor fcllow-creatures ; and our prefect 
political profperity fhould in{pire us with a benevolent with to 
extend as much as poffible of this happinefs to thofe whofe 
fevere and forrowful condition not only exclades them from the 
bleffings of civil fociety, not only denies them the exercife of 
that natural capacity for improvement which Providence has 
made the grand diftin€tion between man and the brute creation, 
but condemns them to the hard and mercilefs allotment of un- 
rewarded toil, unnumbered fervices ; not only compels them to 
fuffer the bitter mortifications of crucl and tyrannical afage, 
but to ftifle thofe murmurs, or to vent them to the air, which 
rife at the thoughts of objects for ever ravifhed from their fight, 
of connexions cherifhed in vain, of kindneffes in vain conferred, 
of duties they can never difcharge, and of {ufferings they can 
never alleviate. 


STATE OF LEARNING AND THE ARTS. 


This month, which banifhes the laft folemn traces of winter, 
generally clofesthe lift of thofe grave publications which are 
molt fond of making their appearance when the metropolis is 
crowded, and the evenings are long. At this period, therefore, 
we naturally caftan eye over the multitude of productions 
which have paft under our review, ang entertain thofe mixed 
fentations which a traveller feels in retracing ona map the 
courfe of a journey, in which fometimes his fenfes were charmed 
with fertile vales, and his thoughts expanded by grand and 
open profpects, but in which many a defolate and barren coun. 
try had filled him with wearinels and chagrin. Our critical 
journey, however, has left, upon the whole, an agreeable im- 
preffion upon our minds with reipect to the general good tatte of 
our countrymen. And if we have not been furprifed by any 
extraordinary excellence, we fhould perhaps attribute it to the 
great diffufion of learning at the prefent period, which has 
doubtlefs a tendency to to!ten down the inequalities and diltinc- 
tions which formerly raifed a few individuals to fuch a dif. 
piriting eminence above the reft of mankind. We proclaim it 
with pleafure, that, in the courfe of thefe lalt twelve months, we 

have 

















we 








THE WREKLY ENTERTAINER. 569 


have often been inftrudted by the pureft leffons of religious and 
moral troth, conveyed in an elegant and unoftentatious ftyle 5 
we have frequently been entertained by wit and pleafantry, 
arifing neither from the proftitution of language or the per- 
verfion of fenfe ; and we have feen the underftandings of our 
countrymen exercifed in inquiries the moft honoarable and in 
nocent, the moft important and the moft profound. 
Bot although, upon the whole, we have reafon to be greatly 
fatisfied, there are many particulars which, if we had room to 
enumerate them, we thoold greatly difcommend. We ven- 
ture to caution the rifing authors at the univerfities and elfe 
where not to liften to thofe good-natured friends, or impatient 
aunts and mothers, who would tempt them to fpread out, with 
too much affurance, their unfledged pinions ; let them con- 
ceal their talents with becoming modetty until they can difplay 
them with becoming gravity ; let them lay a ftrong founda- 
tion in the fevere and ufeful parts of ftudy, inftead of diffipae 
ting their energies in thofe light and amefing eflays, which are 
fit only forthe prolufions of age and experience, and the re- 
laxation of grave and folid underftandings. We have feen 
alfo with concern the attention that has been paid to that 
fungous prodace of poems and pamphlets which Have infulted 
the tafte and judgement of a refined age. Many of the authors 
of thefe peftilential performances have obtained rewards that 
fhould make us blufh over again for the fate of poor Chatterton. 
We folemnly call upon our countrymen no longer to fuffer thefe 
ptoftituted fcribblers, by treating whatever is facred er decent 
in human life with rude defiance and execrable buffoonery, to 
carry away the proper recompenfe of honourable toil and vir- 
tuous induftry. If weturn from fach unworthy objeéts to con- 
template the prefent condition of the arts among us, we can- 
fot help rejoicing in ovr eminence at this era. Although 
Somerfet-Houfe is faid to have exhibited few miracles in her 
late dilfplay, we muft acmic that the treafures beftowed on the 
Shakefpeare Gallery have conduced to. impoverifh her, And 
here we cannot refuie the tribute due to thé great {pirit and 
patriotifm, as well as the elegant jodgment of Mr. Aldermaa 
Boydell ; and when we take into confideration his declining 
age, and the improbability of his ever beholding his defiga 
completed, we are putin mind of that ancient hufbandman 
mentioned by Tully, in his dialogae upon old age, who, being 
afked by fome one for whom he could be plaating an ovk at his 
yeats, anfwered, ** For poflerity and the immortal gods.” 


Vout, XIIl, 336. 4C Ancient 
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Ancient and prefent State of the Cathedral at Lichfield. 


Learned writer of the laft century fuppofes (and quotes 
the Chronicle of Lichfield) that the body of the prefent 
church was built by Roger de Clinton, who was confecrated 
bifhop in 1128, afterwards took up the crofs, and died at An- 
tioch on a pilgrimage tothe holy fepulchre. But the accurate 
and ingenious Mr. Pennant, with more probability, informs 
us, that we are indebted for the prefent elegant pile to Walter de 
Langton, confecrated bifhop of this fee in 1296, He was 
greatly efteemed by Edward E, and confidered as the third 
architeét of this cathedral, He laid the foundation of St. 
Marv’s chapel, an edifice of an uncommon beauty, fiaithed 
after his death with money left for that purpofe. He built the 
cloifters, and expended 2z000l. upona fhrine of St. Chad, 
This prelate alfo furrounded the clofe with a wall and a ditch, 
made the great gateat the Weft end, and the poftern at the 
South, He gave his own palace atthe Weft end of the clofe 
tothe vicars choral, and builta new one for himfelf at the 
Eat end, and finifhed his exemplary life in November 1321. 

The cathedral continued in the ftate it was left by Bithop 
Laneton till the time of the diffolution, when the rich thrine of 
Se Chad, and other objects of fimilar devotion, fella prey to 
the rapacity of the Prince. 

The building continued in beauty till the unhappy wars of the 
laft century, when it fuffered greatly by three fieges. The ho- 
nour of reftoring it to its former fpleadour was referved far 
Bp. Hacket, prefented to this fee 1661. On the very next day 
after his arrival, he fet his ccach-horfes with carts to remove the 
subbifh, and in eight years reftored the cathedral to its beauti« 
ful tate, at the expence of 20,000]. 1oool. of which was the 
gift of the dean and chapter, the reft was done at his own 
charge, and from benefattions refulting from his own folicitas 
tions. He died in 1670, and a very handfome monument was 
ere¢ted in the choir to his memory: the names.and titles alfo 
of the feveral benefactors are placed over the head of each 


fall. 
After this fort account of the ancient flate, pleafe to indulge 


me witha brief account of che prefent itate of this church, 
which is now undergoing very great repairs and improvements 
under the management and oirection of the celebrated Mr. 
James Wyatt, who, beiog born in the neighbourhood, is happy 
in embracing the opportunity of fhewing his zeal and ability 
for promoting fo good a work; for which purpofe a fub{criptioa 
was opened that has been liberally encouraged by the prefent 
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good bifhop, and feveral other worthy prelates, the dean and 
chapter, the clergy of the diocefe, the nobility and gentry in 
the neighbourhood, and many other well-difpofed perfons in 
feveral parts of the kingdom. In confequence, feveral fkilfal 
workmen came down from London, and have béen many 
months employed ia repairing and reftoring the choir, which is 
in forwardnefs, and in all probability will be completed before 
the clofe of the year; by which time an excellent organ, mak- 
ing by the ingenious Mr. Greene of London, is expected, and, 
when placed in the elegant and beautiful cafe prepared for it 
from the defign of Mr. Wyatt, together with a handfome 
marble floor, wil! contribute to make it one of the neateft choirs 
in the kingdom, At the fame time, a neceflary and moft 
efleatial part of the bofinefs is going on, conducted by many 
clever workmen, who have taken down the groined ftone arch 
betwixt the weft end of the church and the tranfept, amounting 
to the weight, it is generally fuppofed, of 500 tons of ftone, 
which was in a very dangerous fituation, having, by its great 
weight, prefled againft the fide walls in fuch manner, that they 
had receded 13 or 34 incheson each fide from their original 
pofition, and (in eafe of any violent form’) would undoubtedly 
have foffered the fame unhappy fate as the cathedral church of 
Hereford. - Other repairs and improvements are alfo carrying 
on in the body of the church mach in the fame manner as in 
the choir (the flagging excepted) ; the brokea columns, capi- 
tals, and bafes, are to be re-placed, and the matilated parts and 

ornaments of flone to be repaired ; the body of thechurch is to 

be floored with excelient Derbyhhire ftone, the wincows to be 

new-glazed, and the walls and roof fcraped, cleaned, and 

coloured of a beautiful {tone-colour. 

Great, very great praife is certainly due to the bifhop, the 
dean and chapter, and very ative chapter clerk, for their great 
liberality, diligence, and attention, in promoting this excellent 
work ; and much fuccefs has hitherto attended their exertions, 
Yet itis to be feared more money will be wanting to complete 
their defigns within the church; and great reparations will ftill 
be wanting to reflore the outer walls, being originally built of 
a friable ftone, which, by length of time, is going very fait to 
decay. 

Accounts have been publithed of births and burials of dif. 
ferent parithes in feveral parts of the kingdom. The following 
may be confidered that the clofe of Lichfield is healihfully 
fisuated : there are feveral individuals now living there upwards 
of 70 years of age, and a few of 80; the number of houfes 
are 42, of inhabitants 197 ; of births for the laft to years, 
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from March 25, 1779, to March 25, 3789, fifteen; of burials, 
for the fame term, nineteen. 





Anfwer, by F. Bafeerville, of Plymouth, to Fuba’s Rebus, inferted 
February 16. 


GES remote fhall boat of ELLIOT’s fame, 
And fing loud pzans to his glorious name, 
Whofe condaét matt each Britifh youth infpire, 
And animate their fouls with martial fire. 
May fach as ELLIOT e’er fupport our caufe, 
Prove our rights, our liberty, and laws, 

§*§ We have received the like anfwer from J. Aunger, Jue 
ventus, and W. P. Mufgrove, of Litkeard ; J. Bafly, of St. Co- 
lumb; J. B. and P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh ; T. Whicker, 
of Exon; R. Carlile, and J. Chaff, of Rattery ; R. T. of 
Broad Winfor; W. H. of Dartington ; T. Hannaford, and 
J. H. of Totnes; and W. Baker. 





Anfur, by Leander, to W.'Bonathan's Anagram, inferted March 2. 


Firft beheld the nimble Doe, 
Skip lightly as the zephyrs blow 
' Along the flowery plains ; 
Then to this page my fancy fled, 
And found an ODE fablimely {pread 
In fmooth and pleafing ftrains. 

*t* We have received the lke anfwer from J. Wheeler, of 
St. Aaftle ; J. Batkerville, of Plymouth ; J. W. near Totnes ; 
R. Tucker, of Broadwinfor ; S. Harvey, of Lyme; and R. Car. 
lile, of Rattery. 





dnfwer, by R. Tucker, of Broad Winfor, to W. Baker's Charade, 
inferted March z. 
HOULD" ftock trefpafi, or go aftray, 
Into another’s ground, 
The HAYWARD then leads them away 
Into the parifh pound, 
§j§ We have received the like anfwer from William Paul, of 


SLAC RCO Wile A QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, by F. Chaff, of Rattery. 


HAT muft be the weight of a bell to found the 
lower octave with a fmaller bell of the fame kind 


that weighs96 pounds ? 





4 CHARADE, #y 7. D. 


Y firft a great poet’s chief heroes oft us’d, 
And in war it was fometimes the carrier of news ; 
My fecond’s a term for anger that’s flight : 
My whole in the drawing-room is always in fight. 








dn ENIGMA, by C. C. near Taunton, 
W You all is quiet (for I hate confufion) 


You will I know excafe my (oft intrulion ; 

I’m known by every raok in this gay nation, 
Yet often with the beggar take my ftation; 
Are you in love ? It I fhall foon difcover, 
For Cupid takes me to attend the lover ; 
Then I can draw the fecrets of your heart, 
And can with eafe the tale of love impart ; 
I fometimes flatter, often frown and teafe, 
Yet in fond raptoresI can frown and pleafe, 

To you, ye fair, [ prove a pleafing guett, 
And with my fweet refemblance you are bleft ; 
I bring the youth to your expecting arms, 
T’ onload his heart, and meditate your charms, 
And crown your blifs at Hymen’s {miiing throne, 
The height of joy and happinefs unknown, 

But lec me now the tale of forrow tell, 
For I can reprefent the pains of hell ; 
When I exert my power o’er mankind, 
With fad afflictions L can load the mind ; 
Can wound the confcience when ’tis ftain’d with guilt, 
And make its crimes be more feverely felt ; 
The forrows of misfortune I increafe, 
My complicated mileries never ceafe. 

If you, good firs, e’er read the {criptures o’er, 
From thence my name you furely willexplore, 
For there I dwelt wita an Egyptian king : 
Come tell the name of this myfterious thiog. 
POETRY. 
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ODE for His MAJESTY’s BIRTH-DAY, 
Fune 4, 1789. 
Written by Mr. Warton, compofed by Mr. Parsons. 


I. 


AS hen the demon of the fummer ftorm 
alks forth, the noontide landitape to deform, 
Dark grows the vale, and dark the diftant grove, 
And thick the bolts of angry Jove 
Athwart the watery welkin glide, 
And ftreams th’ aerial torrent far and wide: 
If by fhort fits the ftruggling ray 
Should dart a momentary day, 
Th’ illumin’d mountain glows awhile, 
By faint degrees the radiant glance 
Purples th’ horinon’s pale expanfe, 
And gilds the gloom with hafty {mile ; 
Ah, fickle fmile, too fwiftly paft ! 
Again refounds the fweeping blaft ; 
With hoarfer din the demon howls, 
Again the blackening concave fcowls ! 
Sudden, the fhades of the meridian night 
Yield to the triumph of rekindling light ; 
The reddening fun regains his golden fway, 
And nature itands reveal'd in all her bright array, 


II. 





Such was the changeful conflict that poffefs’d 
With trembling tumult every Britifh breatt ; 
When Albion, towering in the van fublime 
Of glory’s march, from clime to clime 
Envied, belov’d, rever’d, renown’d, 
Her brows with every blifsful chaplet bound ; 


When 
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When, in her mid career of ftate, 
She felt her Monarch’s awful fate ! 
Till Mercy from the Almighty’s throne 
Look’d down on man, and waving wide 
Her wreath, that, in the rainbow dy’d, 
With hues of foften’d luftre fhone, 
And bending from her fapphire cloud, 
O’er regal grief benignant bow’d ; 
To tranfport turn’d a people’s fears, 
. And ftay’d a people’s tidt of tears: 
Bade this bleft dawn with beams aufpicious fpring, 
With Hope ferene, with healing in its wing ; 
And gave a Sovereign o'er a grateful land 
Again with vigorous grafp toftretch the fcepter’d hand. 


Ill. 


O favour’d King, what rapture more refin’d, 
What mightier joy can fill the human mind, 
Than that the Monarch’s confcious bofom feels, 
At whofe dread throne a nation kneels, 
And hails its father, friend, and lord, 
To life’s career, to patriot {way reftor’d ; 
And bids the loud refponfive voice 
Of union all around rejoice ? 
For thus to fee when Britons bow, 
Warm and {pontaneous from the heart, 
As late their tears, their tranfports ftart, 
And Nature diétates duty’s vow. 
To thee, recall’d to facred health, 
Did the proud City’s lavifh wealth, 
Did crowded ftreets alone difplay 
The long-drawn blaze, the feftal ray ? 
Meek Poverty her {canty cottage grac’d, 
And flung her gleam acrofs the lonely wafte ! 
Th’ exulting ifte in one wide triumph ftrove, 
One focial facrifice of reverential love. 


IV. 

Such pure unprompted praife do kingdoms pay, 
Such willing zeal, to thrones of lawlefs fway ? 
Ah! how unlike the vain, the venal lore 

To Latian rulers dealt of yore, 

O’er guilty pomp, and hated power, 
When ftream’d the fparkling panegyric fhower ! 
And flaves to fovereigns unendear’d 
‘Their pageant-trophies coldly rear’d ! 
For are the charities that blend 
Monarch with man, to tyrants knowné 
The tender ties, that to the throne 
A mild domeitic glory lend ; 
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Of wedded love the league fincere, 

The virtuous Confort’s faithful tear !— 

Nor this the verfe that flattery brings, 

Nor here I ftrike a Syren’s ftrings: 
Here, kindling with her country’s warmth, the mufe 
Her country’s proud triumphant theme purfues ; 
Ev’n needlefs here the tribute of her lay ; 

Albion the garland gives—on this diftinguith’d day. 





Elegy on the Death of Mifs Elizabeth Sibrell. 
By Wittiam Nation, Fun. of Plymouth, 


Author of a Volume of “ Dramatic Pieces and Poetry.” 


NGEL of Death! thy thaft in pity ftay, 
Nor pierce at once the lovely and fincere ; 
‘The bloom of innocence fhould ne’er decay, 
Unfullied virtue long inhabit here. 





Swift to the angel-maid the arrow flies, 

Nor love, nor pray’rs, nor tears, nor ought can faves 
Relentlefs meffenger! Eliza dies, 

Too foon becomes a prifoner of the grave. 


Jehovah’s will be done! Let all prepare ; 
Prepare, ’ere daft with kindred daft unite, 

Like her, to meet that period be our care, 
We halten to a long—an awfal night. 


Alarming trath ! we own, yet own in vain, 

Ic leaves no fix’d impreflion on the mind ; 
We live on earth, as deftin’d to remain, 

And ’ere we think, leave ev’ry with behind, 








Epitaph on a Stock Fobber. 
Wi' now I had breath transferring was my trade 3 


Now worms accept the transfer death has made, 
What future transfers may be made to me, 
Depends alone on fate’s unknown decree. 
Happy indeed, if on the fhutting day, 
My ledgers do a balance fair difplay ; 
That balance fair will cruth each anxious thoughr, 
When my Long—Long Aanuity is bought. 





